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Florida Federal Judge Stops Biden In His Tracks – He Puts An End To Joe’s $4
Billion ‘Discriminatory’ Relief Program
Daniel Ottomire - American journal Daily1

What’s Happening:
We can’t argue that Joe Biden is in the pocket of the radical left. But one judge is
halting some of his most extreme plans.

The so-called moderate Biden has been pushing “social justice” policies that actually
put some Americans at the back of the line.

For instance, Biden wanted to help farmers who suffered during the lockdowns. He
offered $4 billion in aid.

However, Biden was going to give minority owners priority. White farmers would be
totally left out.

But one federal judge called this program for what it was: discrimination.

From Daily Wire:
U. S. District Judge Marcia Morales Howard halted the package in a ruling that
suggested the program was marred in “governmentally imposed discrimination based
on race.”
V.
“Congress also must heed its obligation to do away with governmentally imposed
discrimination based on race,” Howard wrote in her decision, adding that “it
appears that in adopting Section 1005’s strict race-based debt relief remedy Congress
moved with great speed to address the history of discrimination, but did not move
with great care.”

A federal judge ruled to stop Biden’s program that would have provided billions to
minority farmers.



But white owners were discluded. This, even though farmers, regardless of race, faced
serious hardships during the pandemic.

Biden and Democrats seemed to think that only non-white farmers suffered. Umm…
does he think white people can’t suffer?

A cutback in sales hurts everyone. Farmers suffered during the lockdowns, because
hotels, restaurants, schools, and other businesses stopped buying their food.

Does Biden think white farmers were still selling their crops? To who? Is Biden that
dumb or is he racists against white farmers?

Regardless of the reasoning, the judge ruled this was racial discrimination.
It’s chilling to think that anyone, Democrat or not, would try to push policies that give
special treatment to certain people on the basis of race.

But this is far from being the first time Democrats have done this. In fact, much of
their platform revolves around treating people differently, based on their race, gender,
or other factors.
Sounds kind of like discrimination to me.

Key Takeaways:
A federal judge blocked Biden’s program to send aid to non-white farmers.
The program would exclude white farmers from $4 billion in aid.
The judge ruled that such a move was racial discrimination.

'Dementia Joe' Strikes Again: Forgets Entire Question; Forgets Name of FEMA
Director During Emergency Brief
C. Douglas Golden - The Western Journal

President Joe Biden answers a reporter's question during his briefing at the White
House's Roosevelt Room on Sunday. (Manuel Balce Ceneta / AP)
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The New York Post really missed an opportunity with its front-page headline for
President Joe Biden’s Friday media briefing on Afghanistan.

During the news conference, Biden promised that the United States is “going to do
everything, everything we can to provide safe evacuation” to any U.S. citizen who
wanted to come home from the Taliban-controlled country, according to
a Rev.com transcript of the event.

All the while, however, he fumbled questions — particularly on whether Americans
could make it to Kabul’s Hamid Karzai International Airport — and provided no
reasonable explanation about how this “safe evacuation” was going to happen.

The Post, known for its pithy headlines, went with this as its front-page take on
Saturday: “Dumkirk.” That’s pretty good, but this was an opportunity ripe for a
callback to the paper’s most famous headline, “Headless Body in Topless Bar.”
How about “Mindless President in Headless Administration?”

One supposes that’s less specific than “Dumkirk,” particularly when you’re dealing
with mass evacuations (the Post headline writer was alluding, of course, to
the famous extrication of British and allied soldiers from Dunkirk, France, in 1940).

The good news is that “Mindless President” can be used after other Biden gaffe-fests,
as well. It would have worked well, for instance, for the media briefing Biden gave
Sunday, which was so bad that it had “Dementia Joe” trending on Twitter.

During the briefing, which included questions about the Afghanistan withdrawal and
the potential fallout from Tropical Storm Henri, Biden struggled to remember the
name of his director of the Federal Emergency Management Administration just as he
was saying she was exactly the woman to lead the response to the storm.

The gaffe came during scripted remarks as he was talking about the impact the storm
would have on the Northeast.

“We have been closely monitoring Henri’s progress and making the necessary
preparations. Fortunately, it’s no longer a hurricane; it’s been downgraded to a
tropical storm. And we are taking it seriously, though, because of the size and the
storm’s surge and the rainfall it’s producing. It’s also — it’s also impacting an area
of the country that has already experienced heavy rainfall over the past several days,”
Biden said, according to a White House transcript.

“And while New Englanders are used to dealing with some tough weather, this storm
has the potential for widespread consequences across the region, with significant
flooding and power outages that could affect hundreds of thousands of people.”

Thankfully, he has the right person in charge — if only he could remember her name.
Joe Biden appears to struggle to remember his FEMA administrator’s
name pic.twitter.com/DPRIjiLOQ3

— RNC Research (@RNCResearch) August 22, 2021
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“There’s no one better to lead this operation than … than …. umm … uh …
Deanne … uh … Criswell,” Biden said.

And if there really were someone better to lead the operation, he probably just forgot
that name entirely.

This was during prepared remarks, mind you, and it raised a number of eyebrows.
Here’s Townhall.com managing editor Spencer Brown:

At this point, let’s just put together the senior administration officials whose names
President Joe Biden remembers. It’s probably shorter. Remember, this is the guy who
once called Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin “the guy who runs that outfit over there.”
(“That outfit” referred to the Pentagon.)

And remember — these are prepared remarks. On Friday, during the
“Dumkirk” news conference, he managed to sound even more diminished when he
forgot an question from a reporter.

Zeke Miller of The Associated Press had noted that Biden promised he would “usher
in an era where the world can count on America to live up to its promises,” according
to the Rev.com transcript. Then he posed two questions.
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The first had to do with his promises to the Afghans who had helped the United States
during our time in the country.

The second question had to do with Biden’s “message to America’s partners around
the world who have criticized not the withdrawal, but the conduct of that withdrawal
and made them question America’s credibility on the world stage.”

Biden was perfectly happy to discourse on the second question, albeit in a thoroughly
disingenuous way.

To sum it up, Biden began by saying “I have seen no question of our credibility from
our allies around the world.”

Really? Both houses of U.K. parliament had officially held Biden in contempt by then.
The Jerusalem Post, one of Israel’s most prominent newspapers of one of the United
States’ most important allies, had run run articles openly questioning whether the
administration would stand by the Jewish state.

German Chancellor Angela Merkel didn’t mention Biden by name, according
to Yahoo News, but had called the consequences of Biden’s actions “bitter, dramatic
and awful.”

Her likely successor as chancellor, Armin Laschet, went even further, describing it as
“the greatest debacle that NATO has seen since its foundation.”

If Biden hadn’t seen questions about American credibility, he wasn’t looking.
He rambled on about this, however — and segued by saying, “The first part of your
question was — I can’t remember now.”

When reminded, Biden assured everyone he would get our Afghan helpers out:
“There were translators. They went into battle with us,” Biden said, according to the
transcript.

“They were part of the operation as well as we’re also trying to get out as many
NGOs, non-government organizations, women’s organizations, et cetera, we’re doing
all we can.” Just don’t expect him to elaborate on that.

And yet again, the one question that dogs Joe Biden’s administration asks itself again:
Are we supposed to ignore what we’re seeing in front of our eyes?

It’s not funny anymore. We’re not in the “ho ho, he kept on calling New Mexico
‘Mexico!'” phase of Biden gaffery.

There are people so desperate to leave a country that has collapsed into ruin because
of Biden’s ineptitude that they’re holding onto C-17s departing Kabul airport until
they fall to their death.

The Taliban have target lists and control checkpoints leading into the airport, the
only way out of the country. Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin told Congress on Friday
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that Americans have been beaten by Taliban fighters while attempting to evacuate
Afghanistan, according to the New York Post.

Earlier last week, Biden gave a news conference where he seemed so confused about
the situation on the ground that he seemed to believe anyone who wanted to could get
to the Kabul airport, almost as if it were like taking an Uber to LaGuardia.

That kind of cognitive decline isn’t funny in a situation like this — especially when
you factor in Biden is the man the Americans and Afghan allies trapped in
Afghanistan are relying on to get out.

They need this doddering man to facilitate their escape, the same way they needed
him to keep the country from falling into Taliban hands in the first place. And in the
middle of a major storm hitting the East Coast, Biden reassures us that he has just the
FEMA director in place to take care of it.

If only he could remember her name — a brain freeze during scripted remarks in the
midst of the biggest crisis of his presidency, one where he desperately needs to
reassure Americans he’s competent enough to hold his position.

He’s not exactly convincing people, considering “Dementia Joe” was trending on
hyper-liberal Twitter:
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https://twitter.com/i/status/1429541755158937613

As the U.K. Daily Mail reported Saturday, a Rasmussen Reports survey of likely
voters taken Aug. 18-19 found 52 percent didn’t think Biden was up to being president,
either mentally or physically, and 51 percent thought there was someone pulling the
strings behind the scenes at 1600 Pennsylvania.

If there is a master puppeteer at work, they’re doing a wretched job of it. As it is, the
White House appears to be thoroughly adrift under the 78-year-old Biden’s
command.

It looks very much like my proposed headline: “Mindless President in Headless
Administration.”

Still yours to use, New York Post. My guess is that, unfortunately, it’ll come in handy
numerous times over the next three-and-a-half years.

Biden Slapped With New Border Lawsuit – Joe’s Team Allegedly Hides Crimes
Committed By Foreigners Inside U.S.
Jackson Wright - American Journal Daily
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Since Joe Biden stepped into the White House, the southern border has been a
concern for many. Border authorities have reported increasingly concerning numbers,
and Republicans are crying foul.

That’s why the Biden administration has already faced multiple lawsuits in regards to
the border issue. And in general, many U.S. citizens remain worried about the
migrant surges. Now, Biden’s team is once again facing more legal action.

One of the primary issues today is the number of potential criminals among the
unregistered. And Irate GOP members always refer to the problematic
“catch-and-release” policy.

This begs the question:
With so many undocumented individuals sneaking into the country – and being
released into America’s interior by our own authorities – shouldn’t we worry about
who these people are?

It seems like the Biden administration should offer that information freely to U.S.
citizens. They feel they have a right to know.

That’s why one government watchdog group is filing this lawsuit (via Breitbart):
On Wednesday, the government watchdog group Judicial Watch filed a Freedom of
Information Act (FOIA) lawsuit against DHS for allegedly failing to disclose the
number of Remain in Mexico migrants who went on to commit crimes after the agency
released them into the U.S. interior.

According to the suit, Judicial Watch asked for information on this issue on March
18.

The United States Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS) agency replied, and
stated they found “no criminal records on Remain in Mexico migrants.”

However, other sub-agencies at DHS haven’t responded.
And considering how much time has passed, Judicial Watch believes the Biden
administration is actively hiding this information. And maybe they’re hiding it
because the stats are troubling.

As group President Tom Fitton said in a statement:
The Biden administration should come clean about crimes committed by aliens as a
result of its reckless decision to end [Remain in Mexico], a commonsense measure put
in place by the Trump administration to try to control the border.

Biden stopped the Remain in Mexico program almost the instant he took office. And
many say this decision has had a profoundly negative impact.

Since then, border numbers have exploded, according to reports compiled during the
first half of the year.



And currently, Judicial Watch wants to know why we can’t have the criminal records,
if they exist. By early May, over 8,300 Remain in Mexico migrants had been released
into the U.S. interior.

That’s not a small number, and American residents probably have a right to know
more about these foreign individuals.

The pandemic is enough of a problem. Many politicians and citizens say we don’t
need an unnecessary crime wave on top of it, which would only add to the country’s
problems.

Key Takeaways:
Judicial Watch leveled a lawsuit against the Biden administration.
They’re claiming Biden’s DHS is potentially hiding criminal records for Remain in
Mexico migrants.

American authorities have released thousands of foreign travelers into the U.S. in the
first half of 2021.

Trump-Appointed Federal Judge Goes Off on Biden DOJ for Trying to Push Him
Around
Jack Davis - American Journal Daily

The Justice Department received a good old-fashioned scolding from a federal judge
Monday after he accused the department of trying to force his hand in a major
immigration case.
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District Judge Drew Tipton, who was appointed by former President Donald Trump,
last week issued an injunction saying that the Biden administration could not use any
of the new immigration rules it rolled out when President Joe Biden took office.

After a Monday hearing, he gave federal officials one week to make an appeal of his
ruling to a higher court before forcing the Biden administration to play by Trump’s
rules, according to The Washington Times.

But prior to that, Tipton told Adam Kirschner, a DOJ attorney, that he was not happy
with the department, Politico reported.

Tipton’s ire was drawn by a declaration from the Justice Department that it would
seek emergency relief from an appeals court by 2 p.m. Central Time if Tipton had not
acted on a request to stay last week’s injunction.

“Whose idea was it to impose a 2 p.m. deadline on the court?” Tipton asked.
“This is the view of the United States,” Kirschner said.

“I can’t speak to internal deliberations. It shows the urgency that we have and the
great irreparable harm posed by the injunction.”

Tipton kept on asking who at the Justice Department wanted to push him around.
“Whose idea was it?” he said.
“Were you involved in it?”

Kirschner said he was in the discussions but would not name anyone else, arguing
that was sharing privileged information.

Tipton had scheduled a hearing on the case at 3:15 and did not like the demand that
he rule an hour and 15 minutes sooner than he planned to.

“It’s not a good look … to have a hearing set for 3:15 to address these issues and
then to get a deadline,” he said.
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Kirschner explained that the Justice Department wanted time to file an appeal of
Tipton’s ruling and wanted to file it early enough to get relief from the 5th Circuit
Court of Appeals on Monday, if necessary.

“This was not an attack at you or an attack at the court,” Kirschner said. “We
thought if we were to wait until after the hearing it would be another day lost.”

Tipton eventually let the point ride, griping, “That did not make my week.”

During the hearing, Kirschner said Tipton’s ruling “will cause public safety harm. It
will cause harm to the country. The injunction completely upends the entire system the
agency is operating under.”

Tipton said he found the argument alarmist.

Royal Navy aircraft assisting US aid efforts in Haiti
Gemma Bradley - Evening Standard

A Royal Navy aircraft has helped to “turbo charge” humanitarian aid efforts
in Haiti after the country was hit by a devastating earthquake, the Ministry of
Defence said.

Provided by Evening Standard A Royal Navy Wildcat helicopter flying over Haiti
after an earthquake hit the country (MoD/PA) (PA Media)

The crew of a Wildcat helicopter, usually based at RNAS Yeovilton in Somerset have
been assessing the damage by surveying the area around the epicentre of the
7.2-magnitude earthquake in the Tiburon Peninsula in the south west of
the Caribbean country.
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The aviators in the helicopter are assisting by locating villages, towns and
infrastructure in need of help and are often in the air from dusk to dawn, according to
the Ministry of Defence.

Task group photographer Leading Seaman Rory Arnold said: “Knowing that my work
is being used to assess the areas damaged by last week’s earthquake is humbling. It’s
great to see my training being used to help those affected.”

The aircraft is from Royal Navy support ship RFA Wave Knight, which was sent to
bolster the international aid effort following the disaster on August 14.

Provided by Evening Standard The 7.2-magnitude earthquake caused huge damage
(Ministry of Defence) (PA Media)

The Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Office (FCDO) said on Tuesday that
the UK has sent shelter kits and solar powered lanterns to help up to 1,300 vulnerable
families.

The aid left Heathrow via a British Airways/IAG Cargo flight and is expected to
arrive in Haiti in the early hours of the morning on Wednesday, with more such
support due to follow later this month.

Minister for the Caribbean, Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon, said: “The UK is now
providing vital shelter and lighting for up to 1,300 vulnerable families in Haiti,
following the recent devastating earthquake.

“We committed up to £1 million of UK aid and a Royal Navy Royal Fleet Auxiliary
ship to support the relief effort and stand ready to provide more to the international
response.”

The earthquake has so far left more than 2,000 people dead, 344 people missing,
12,000 injured and more than 100,000 destroyed or damaged homes.



The RFA Wave Knight has been providing fuel for US Army Black Hawk helicopters,
which are involved in relief efforts on the ground and providing rest for crews and a
space for mechanical repairs.

The Royal Navy ship is a flagship of the Royal Navy’s Caribbean task group, which
also includes the patrol vessel HMS Medway.

Lindsey Graham Accuses Joe Biden of Signing 'Death Warrant' For Afghans Who Helped
U.S.
Darragh Roche - Newsweek

Senator Lindsey Graham (R-SC) has accused President Joe Biden of signing a "death
warrant" for thousands of Afghans who helped U.S. forces in country amid ongoing
evacuation efforts.

Kevin Dietsch/Getty Images U.S. Sen. Lindsey Graham (R-SC) speaks on southern border
security and illegal immigration, during a news conference at the U.S. Capitol on July 30,
2021 in Washington, DC. Graham has accused President Joe Biden of a signing a "death

warrant" for thousands of U.S. Afghan allies.

Graham took to Twitter on Tuesday and criticized the Biden administration's approach to
rescuing the U.S.' Afghan allies as Afghanistan has rapidly fallen to the Taliban.

The senator shared an article from The Wall Street Journal about Afghans fleeing the Taliban
and the U.S. evacuations as the August 31 deadline for the final troop withdrawal
approaches.

Graham tweeted: "President Biden has signed the Death Warrant for thousands of Afghans
who helped us. He's washing his hands of Afghanistan at our peril as a nation."

Biden said on Tuesday that more than 70,700 people have been evacuated from Afghanistan
since August 14.

This figure is less than the total number of U.S. citizens, Afghans and citizens of other
countries who are trying to leave.

https://www.newsweek.com/topic/lindsey-graham
https://www.newsweek.com/topic/joe-biden
https://www.newsweek.com/topic/twitter
https://www.newsweek.com/topic/taliban
https://www.newsweek.com/what-we-owe-afghans-who-helped-our-failed-nation-building-experiment-opinion-1622593
https://www.newsweek.com/what-we-owe-afghans-who-helped-our-failed-nation-building-experiment-opinion-1622593


It is also not clear how many U.S. Afghan allies have been evacuated thus far. An unnamed
senior U.S. official told Reuters on Tuesday that they could not say how many Afghans had
been evacuated and the situation on the ground was "fluid."

"I don't have exact numbers for you right now or a breakdown," the official said on a phone
briefing with reporters.

"Even if I did, it would shift as this process continues."

President Biden has signed the Death Warrant for thousands of Afghans who helped us.
He’s washing his hands of Afghanistan at our peril as a nation. https://t.co/IE6FL3vt2J
— Lindsey Graham (@LindseyGrahamSC) August 25, 2021

There are tens of thousands of Afghans still in the country who have helped U.S. forces over
the course of the 20-year war who are eligible for Special Immigrant Visa (SIVs) and want to
leave.

However, it is not clear precisely how many Afghans may be seeking evacuation. The
International Rescue Committee has said more than 300,000 Afghans have been affiliated
with the U.S. over the past 20 years but not all are eligible for refugee status in the U.S.

Biden rejected a call from U.S. allies to extend the August 31 deadline and said on Tuesday
that the U.S. is on pace to finish the evacuation by that date.

Both Republicans and Democrats have criticized the deadline.

"The sooner we can finish, the better," the president said. He also warned about the threat of
attacks from ISIS-K, an Afghanistan-based affiliate of terrorist organization ISIS.

"Every day we're on the ground is another day we know that ISIS-K is seeking to target the
airport and attack both U.S. and allied forces and innocent civilians," Biden said.

The Taliban has also said that U.S. troops remaining in the country after August 31 is a "red
line."

"President Biden announced that on 31 August they would withdraw all their military forces.
So, if they extend it that means they are extending occupation while there is no need for that,"
Taliban spokesperson Suhail Shaheen told Sky News on Tuesday.

Newsweek has asked the White House for comment.

In private, Qatar warn US officials of 'growing crises' at bases housing Afghans
ABC News

Tens of thousands of Americans, Afghans and other foreigners have been
evacuated from Kabul's international airport to U.S. military installations in Qatar, a
key U.S. partner in the Middle East that has received public shout-outs from
President Joe Biden and his top officials.
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But privately, Qatari officials are warning their American counterparts that the
situation at U.S. facilities, where thousands of Afghan evacuees are being housed, is
growing more dire, according to an internal State Department report obtained by
ABC News.

Some Afghans and Americans who have been housed at the bases have spoken
publicly about the lack of space, food and water or facilities. But the urgent warnings
from Qatari officials to their American counterparts speak to how thin-stretched
facilities have become -- and the risks that it entails, including for human trafficking.

Asked about conditions on Tuesday, White House press secretary Jen Psaki told
reporters the administration was "aware" of issues, but "worked quickly to improve"
them.

Taylor Crul/U.S. Air Force A U.S. Air Force Airman guides evacuees toward a U.S.
Air Force C-17 plane during evacuations from Hamid Karzai International Airport in

Afghanistan, Aug. 24, 2021.

"Certainly, we want the individuals who are being evacuated to be treated with
respect. We also want them to be safe, hence the speed necessity, but we worked to
improve the conditions as soon as we learned," she said.

In meetings Monday, however, Qatar Foreign Ministry officials were still expressing
concerns about "deteriorating health and security conditions" and over-crowding at
Al Udeid Air Base and Camp As Sayliyah, according to the internal report.

In particular, Lolwah al Khater, a Qatari assistant foreign minister, told U.S.
Ambassador John Desrocher that both bases "had hit maximum capacity to house in
a safe and secure manner" and warned of "growing crises" at each.

https://abcnews.go.com/Politics/afghan-familys-harrowing-account-kabuls-airport/story?id=79520843
https://abcnews.go.com/alerts/food
https://abcnews.go.com/alerts/human-trafficking


Both Qatari bases include U.S. military installations that are hosting thousands of
evacuees, although the pressure on them has decreased in recent days as more U.S.
allies accept evacuation flights, especially Germany.

"The fact that we now have more than two dozen countries, across four continents,
taking part in this operation has already provided relief to crowding in Doha," a
State Department spokesperson told ABC News Tuesday, adding they are "working
closely to improve conditions on the ground in Qatar."

Qatari officials were especially concerned about Al Udeid's "ill-famed 'Afghan
hangar,'" according to the internal report, which houses some 4,500 Afghans.

There are another 4,000 Afghans at Camp As Sayliyah, where the Qatari officials
warned there were "increased tensions among the Afghan population," according to
the report, which provided no other details.

Maxar Technologies via Reuters An overview of crowds at a gate to Kabul's airport in
Afghanistan, Aug. 23, 2021, from a satellite image.

Khalifa Jassim al Kuwari, Qatar's foreign aid and development chief, also "doubted
that the USG (U.S. government) had sufficient personnel, food, medicine at CAS
(Camp As Sayliyah) to care properly for Afghans there," the report said he told U.S.
officials.

The U.S. facility there lacks sufficient toilets and basic sanitation, the Qatari officials
told their American counterparts. In fact, Qatar's Red Crescent Society had already
provided mobile shower trucks and hygiene kits in recent days to help address the
desperate needs, and its Ministry of Foreign Affairs arranged for cleaning services.

A State Department spokesperson told ABC News on Tuesday that the administration
was working to improve conditions, including by bringing in air-conditioning units,
improving sanitation, increasing supplies, expanding housing and surging staff to
more quickly process some people out of Qatar.



"Qatar has been at the forefront of our efforts as the first evacuation site. We are
grateful to the Government of Qatar for their generous assistance that has allowed us
to take-in over 20,000 people and sent hundreds of U.S. citizens to the United States
and thousands of Afghans to the United States, Germany, and Italy for further
processing," they added in a statement.

Beyond food and water, Qatari officials expressed concern about "whether the USG
could provide sufficient medicine and health care requirements for the large numbers
of Afghans incoming," the report said. Al Khater urged U.S. military officials to
"muster greater health care resources ... to care for the relocating Afghans," it said.

U.S. Army via Getty Images Sgt. Juan Miranda files in Afghan Special Immigrants
into the dining facility, Aug. 20, 2021, at Camp As Sayliyah, Qatar.

Qatar also has safety concerns.
Al Khater told U.S. officials there was a "danger of human trafficking in such
circumstances and highlighted the cases of unaccompanied minors coming from
Kabul," according to the internal report.

The U.S. government has been working to reunite some unaccompanied minors
separated from their families amid evacuation efforts, a second State Department
spokesperson told ABC News on Saturday, adding they had already successfully
reunited "a number" of them with parents and loved ones.

State Department and Defense Department officials at the Kabul airport were
"assisting" a number of unaccompanied minors "sheltering" at a "reunification
center" run by Norway, according to an internal situation report from Monday that
was also obtained by ABC News.



Additionally, al Khater and other Qatari officials asked the U.S. for manifests of all
incoming and outgoing flights -- saying they appreciated U.S. efforts, but were
concerned there wasn't a "rigorous filtering system to board those flights" in Kabul.

U.S. intelligence, law enforcement and counterterrorism officials are conducting
screening and security vetting on all Afghans before they can enter the U.S., the first
State Department spokesperson told ABC News on Tuesday. But it's unclear what
steps are being taken to assure Qatari officials.

Despite the high-level concerns, the internal State Department report noted that
cooperation between the two countries on the "Afghan relocation crisis has improved
markedly in recent days," praising the "unprecedented level of senior- and
working-level teamwork."

US decides against plan to use
military bases in South Korea, Japan
to house Afghan refugees: report
Mychael Schnell - The Hill

Like12 Comments|40

A Herschel Walker candidacy is a total nightmare for Senate…

CIA director held secret meeting with Taliban leader in Kabul

The U.S. has reportedly decided against using its military bases in South Korea and
Japan to temporarily house Afghan refugees.
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Getty Images US decides against plan to use military bases in South Korea, Japan to
house Afghan refugees: report

One source with close knowledge of the matter told Reuters that U.S. officials
"appeared to have figured out better sites and decided to remove both countries
from the list because of logistics and geography among other reasons."

South Korean Foreign Minister Chung Eui-yong told lawmakers on Monday that the
U.S. "did discuss the possibility at the very basic level," but added that it was "not
discussed seriously," according to Reuters.

S. Forces Korea at the time said in a statement that it would work with American
departments and the Republic of Korea government, if tasked, "while maintaining our
ROK-U.S. Alliance and obligation to provide and maintain a robust combined defence
posture," according to the news wire.

South Korea has also reportedly been working with the U.S. to pull roughly 400
Afghans who assisted South Korean troops and relief workers from the country and
transport them to Seoul, two sources with close knowledge of the matter told Reuters.

"Despite some domestic resistance towards accepting refugees, these people helped
us and it has to be done given the humanitarian concerns and the trust of the
international community," one source told Reuters.

The foreign ministry told the news wire that three military planes were dispatched to
Afghanistan and surrounding countries to airlift the Afghan workers from the region.

When reached for comment, a State Department spokesperson referred The Hill to
Secretary of State Antony Blinken's comments on the U.S.'s diplomatic efforts, adding
that the administration is in contact with a number of countries who have offered
support for the evacuation mission, and those that host U.S. military facilities.

https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/us-scraps-plan-use-skorea-japan-military-bases-afghan-refugees-sources-2021-08-24/?utm_source=reddit.com
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"The Department of State is in contact with various countries that have offered
support or are hosts to US military facilities that may be able to assist in evacuation
efforts.

We thank all of our allies that have assisted, or are considering assisting, in this
unprecedented task," the spokesperson said.

"We are unable to share details on private diplomatic discussions or transit logistics,"
they added.

The conversation about potentially housing Afghan refugees at U.S. military bases in
South Korea and Japan comes as American forces are working to evacuate U.S.
citizens and Afghan allies from Afghanistan amid a deteriorating security situation
driven by the Taliban's takeover.

Roughly 21,600 people were evacuated from Kabul yesterday, according to a White
House official, bringing the total number of individuals pulled from the region since
Aug. 14 to 58,700.

The Pentagon has authorized Afghan refugees to be held at three U.S. military bases:
Fort Bliss in Texas, Fort McCoy in Wisconsin and Fort Lee in Virginia.

Reuters reported earlier this month that members of President Biden's administration
had been holding covert talks with a number of countries in an effort to land deals
with them to temporarily house Afghan allies within their borders.

CIA director held secret meeting with Taliban leader in Kabul
Olivia Gazis - CBS News

Washington — CIA Director William Burns met with the Taliban's de facto leader in
Kabul on Monday, a source familiar with the situation said, in what marks the group's
highest-level encounter with the Biden administration since the fall of the Afghan
capital.

News of the meeting between Burns and the Taliban leader, Abdul Ghani Baradar,
comes one week before the August 31 deadline for the U.S. military to complete its
evacuation of Americans and Afghan allies from Kabul.

Roughly 21,600 people were evacuated from the capital over a 24-hour period on
Monday and Tuesday, including 12,700 evacuees on 37 military flights, a White
House official said.

A U.S. defense official said the military expected a decision from the White House on
Tuesday on whether or not the U.S. will leave Afghanistan by the August 31 deadline.

https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/desperation-us-scours-countries-willing-house-afghan-refugees-2021-08-13/
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To date, the Taliban have allowed the American evacuation effort to proceed largely
unimpeded, though there have been reports of beatings and injuries in the airport's
chaotic perimeter.

S. officials have warned that the massive crowds could be a target for a terrorist
attack by the group known as ISIS-K, which is known to operate in Afghanistan.

A Taliban spokesperson told CBS News that extending operations beyond August 31
would be a "violation" of the U.S. commitment to withdraw. "The response depends
on the decision of our leadership," the spokesperson said.

Baradar, a longtime Taliban official, was arrested by the CIA in a joint operation
with Pakistan's intelligence service in 2010 in Karachi. He went free in 2018 after the
U.S. pushed for his release while starting talks with the Taliban. The Washington
Post first reportedMonday's meeting with Burns.

Provided by CBS News Taliban leader Abdul Ghani Baradar, left, met with CIA
Director William Burns, right, in Kabul on August 23, 2021, as the U.S. continues

evacuations from Afghanistan. / Credit: Getty Images

Burns is the first career diplomat to lead the CIA, having served as deputy secretary
of state from 2011 to 2014 after spending more than three decades at the State
Department.

In his memoir, "The Back Channel," he describes the secret bilateral talks he led with
Iran during the Obama administration alongside Jake Sullivan, now President
Biden's national security adviser. The talks eventually paved the way to the nuclear
deal with Tehran.

In interviews and congressional testimony, Burns has acknowledged that U.S.'s ability
to collect and act on terror threats will diminish following the military's withdrawal,
but that the CIA would retain a "suite of capabilities" to monitor potential plots.

https://www.washingtonpost.com/national-security/burns-afghanistan-baradar-biden/2021/08/24/c96bee5c-04ba-11ec-ba15-9c4f59a60478_story.html?ftag=MSF0951a18


Pentagon and intelligence officials have warned that al Qaeda and other terror
groups would likely seek to regain an ability to launch attacks on U.S. targets.

On Monday, the State Department said discussions with the Taliban had been
"operational, tactical ... focused largely on our near-term operations and near-term
goals" but did not specify at what level engagements were happening.

The CIA and the National Security Council declined to comment on Tuesday.

Taliban Spokesman Says Afghans Will No Longer be Allowed to Leave Their
Country
Rudy Takala - Media ITE

Taliban spokesman Zabihullah Mujahid said Tuesday his group would no longer
permit Afghan nationals to leave their country.

Provided by Mediaite Zabihullah Mujahid

“We are not in favor of allowing Afghans to leave,” Mujahid said at a press
conference.

He said Americans “have the opportunity” and “all the resources” to “take all the
people that belong to them, but we are not going to allow Afghans to leave and we
will not extend the deadline.”

He was referring to the United States’ self-imposed deadline of August 31, when it
had intended to finish departing from the country.

Thousands of Americans and Afghan nationals have been prevented from reaching
the international airport in Kabul since the city fell to the Taliban last weekend.

President Joe Biden committed last week to retrieving every American and Afghan
ally to the United States still trapped in the country.



As of Monday, however, it was not clear whether the White House believed any
Americans were still trapped, with White House press secretary Jen Psaki saying it
was “irresponsible to say Americans are stranded.” Biden is expected to say as early
as Tuesday whether he’ll seek to extend America’s military presence in the country.

“The way to the airport has been closed now,” Mujahid added. “Afghans are not
allowed to go there now, foreigners are allowed to go but we have stopped Afghan
nationals to go because the crowd is more, there is danger that people will lose their
lives, their might be a stampede.”

He added that his group was “asking women to stay home at the moment” because
Taliban fighters had not yet been trained on “how to deal with women.”

EXPLAINER: What's happening with Afghanistan evacuations?
Benfox & Jamie Stengle - Associated Press

WASHINGTON (AP) — Since the Taliban seized the Afghan capital on Aug. 14, more
than 70,000 people have been evacuated from Afghanistan in the largest U.S. airlift in
history.

While the pace has picked up in recent days, it’s still a chaotic scramble as people
seek to escape. Afghans trying to reach the Kabul airport face a gauntlet of danger,
and there are far more who want to leave than will be able to do so.

Those who do make it out will face the many challenges of resettlement, either in the
U.S. or somewhere else. And time is running out. President Joe Biden set an Aug. 31
deadline to complete the U.S.-led evacuation.

Provided by Associated Press In this image provided by the U.S. Air Force, a U.S. Air
Force Airman guides evacuees aboard a U.S. Air Force C-17 Globemaster III at

Hamid Karzai International Airport in Kabul, Afghanistan, Tuesday, Aug. 24, 2021.
(Senior Airman Taylor Crul/U.S. Air Force via AP)



Provided by Associated Press Families evacuated from Kabul, Afghanistan, walk
through the terminal before boarding a bus after they arrived at Washington Dulles
International Airport, in Chantilly, Va., on Tuesday, Aug. 24, 2021. (AP Photo/Jose

Luis Magana)

Here’s a look at where the situation stands:

HOW DID WE GET HERE?
President Donald Trump signed a peace deal with the Taliban in February 2020 as
part of an effort to end what he called the “endless wars” in the Middle East. He
agreed to a May 1 deadline to have all troops out of the country.

Biden, who says he no longer wants to risk American lives in a civil war among
Afghans, kept with the withdrawal plan but extended the deadline to September.

The Taliban quickly seized control of most of the country as the U.S. withdrew air
support to the Afghan military. Afghans, fearing retribution and the harsh rule of the
Taliban, rushed to the airport in hopes of getting out of the country.



Provided by Associated Press In this Aug. 21, 2021, image provided by the U.S. Air
Force, U.S. Airmen and U.S. Marines guide evacuees aboard a U.S. Air Force C-17

Globemaster III in support of the Afghanistan evacuation at Hamid Karzai
International Airport in Kabul, Afghanistan. (Senior Airman Brennen Lege/U.S. Air

Force via AP)

WHO IS GETTING FLOWN OUT OF THE COUNTRY?
The 70,000 evacuees include more than 4,000 American citizens and family members,
as well as Afghans who have obtained a limited number of special immigrant visas,
which are for people who have worked for the U.S. or NATO as interpreters or in
some other capacity.

The U.S. is also evacuating Afghans, along with their immediate families, who have
applied for the visas but not yet received them, and people who face particular danger
from the Taliban.

That includes people who worked for the government, members of civil society,
journalists and human rights activists.



Provided by Associated Press In this image provided by the U.S. Army, Afghan
evacuees walk toward a medical screening station while in-processing at Camp
Buehring, Kuwait, on Monday, Aug. 23, 2021. (1st Lt. James Mason/U.S. Army via

AP)

WHERE ARE THEY GOING?

Provided by Associated Press A woman evacuated from Afghanistan steps off a bus
with a baby as they arrive at a processing center in Chantilly, Monday, Aug. 23, 2021,
after arriving on a flight at Dulles International Airport. (AP Photo/Andrew Harnik)

American citizens and people who already have legal U.S. residency, including those
who have been approved for the special immigrant visa, can proceed to the U.S. after
a stopover, typically in Qatar or another Gulf nation.

Afghans who have applied for but not yet received the special visa, or who are
seeking to enter the U.S. as refugees, must first go to a “transit hub” in Europe or
Asia for security vetting by U.S. intelligence and law enforcement authorities,
according to the White House.

After they are screened, they can be flown to the U.S. and housed at military bases in
Virginia, New Jersey, Texas and Wisconsin until their applications are completed and
they can be resettled.

The White House says everyone will be tested for COVID-19 upon arrival in the U.S.
It's unclear how long it will take to process people at military bases.

In addition, at least 13 countries, including Uganda, Rwanda, Costa Rica and
Albania have agreed to temporarily house Afghan refugees until they can be resettled.

“The critical issue now is evacuation, and then you can sort out resettlement to the
United States,” said Bill Frelick, director of the refugee and migrant rights division at
Human Rights Watch.



HAS ANYTHING LIKE THIS HAPPENED BEFORE?
The scale and speed of this airlift are unprecedented, but the U.S. has a history of
taking in refugees from overseas conflicts.

The U.S. airlifted about 7,000 people with the fall of Saigon in 1975 at the end of the
Vietnam War and ultimately took in more than 100,000 refugees from Southeast Asia.

In 1996, the U.S. evacuated about 5,000 Kurds and other Iraqi minorities from
northern Iraq after then-President Saddam Hussein regained control of the region.

In 1999, about 20,000 victims of Yugoslavian "ethnic cleansing″ against Albanians in
the province of Kosovo were brought to the United States as refugees and temporarily
housed for processing in Fort Dix, New Jersey.

The U.S. has admitted more than 3.1 million refugees since 1980.

Provided by Associated Press Families evacuated from Kabul, Afghanistan, walk
through the terminal before boarding a bus after they arrived at Washington Dulles
International Airport, in Chantilly, Va., on Tuesday, Aug. 24, 2021. (AP Photo/Jose

Luis Magana)

HOW DO AFGHANS GET SETTLED INTO THEIR NEW LIVES IN THE U.S.?



Provided by Associated Press Afghan refugees arrive at a processing center in
Chantilly, Va., Monday, Aug. 23, 2021, after arriving on a flight at Dulles

International Airport. (AP Photo/Andrew Harnik)

Nine nonprofit resettlement agencies, including the International Rescue Committee
and the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops, oversee a network of affiliates that work
to help refugees.

Once they are placed in their new cities, they typically get food and housing
assistance for the first 90 days but are expected to become self-sufficient. They are
greeted at the airport and taken to their new home, generally an apartment.

The nonprofit groups — which operate with a combination of government grants and
private donations — help them find a job and get acclimated. “People are intimidated
and nervous and all of those emotions. But they’re also, I think, excited. People come
in just feeling safe again," said Mark Hagar, the Dallas-area director for Refugee
Services of Texas.

Refugees are expected to reimburse the government for their flight to the U.S.

https://apnews.com/article/lifestyle-business-travel-immigration-philanthropy-dbfcd1e353528902ab6191fab2ec28f7
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Provided by Associated Press Afghanistan

HOW CAN PEOPLE HELP?
The groups that help resettle refugees not only need donations, but also volunteers to
meet families at the airport, help set up their apartments and help them get oriented to
the new culture.

The International Rescue Committee, for instance, says that in addition to financial
contributions, it can use donated furniture, groceries and items for babies.

Hagar said the agency has been heartened to see an influx of volunteers in response
to events in Afghanistan. He said a volunteer training session over the weekend that
would normally involve about 50 people had about 300.

SHOULDN'T THIS PROCESS HAVE STARTED EARLIER?
Members of Congress and others have long complained about the length of time and
the bureaucratic hurdles required for former interpreters and others who worked for
the U.S. to get visas.

The process slowed further under Trump, whose administration also cut the number
of refugees allowed into the U.S., and it came to a virtual halt with the outbreak of
COVID-19.

This summer, as the U.S. withdrawal approached, Sullivan said the U.S. held off on a
mass evacuation at the request of the Afghan government, which feared it would
trigger a panic that would make it even harder to hold off the Taliban.

But he said even starting earlier would not have avoided the chaos at the airport.

“This operation is complex. It is dangerous. It is fraught with challenges —
operational, logistical, human. And it’s produced searing images of pain and
desperation,” he said.



“But no operation like this, no evacuation from a capital that has fallen in a civil war,
could unfold without those images.”

Poland Ends Afghanistan Evacuation, Says It Cannot Risk Lives Any Longer
Zoe Strozewski - Newsweek

Poland ended its evacuations from Afghanistan, an official announced Wednesday, as
the U.S. military entered its last few days in the country, the Associated Press
reported.

Sgt. Samuel Ruiz/U.S. Marine Corps via AP Poland has ended its Afghanistan
evacuations as the U.S. sticks to its original withdrawal deadline. In this image

provided by the U.S. Marine Corps, families walk towards their flight during ongoing
evacuations at Hamid Karzai International Airport, Kabul, Afghanistan, Tuesday,

Aug. 24, 2021.

The move came after President Joe Biden said Tuesday that he would not extend the
August 31 deadline for the withdrawal of U.S. troops despite calls from European
allies assisting the effort for more time.

Polish Deputy Foreign Minister Marcin Przydacz said Wednesday that Poland's last
evacuees were transported from Kabul to Uzbekistan, and its decision to end
evacuations came after a consultation with officials from the U.S. and Britain.

"After a long analysis of reports on the security situation, we cannot risk the lives of
our diplomats and of our soldiers any longer," Przydacz said.

Poland used more than a dozen planes to transport hundreds of Afghans, some of
whom have since moved on to other countries. Some troops will stay temporarily in
Afghanistan to tie up Poland's operation, according to Przydacz.

https://www.newsweek.com/topic/u.s.-military
https://www.newsweek.com/topic/joe-biden


For more reporting from the Associated Press, see below.
European allies pressed for more time but lost the argument, and as a practical
matter they may be forced to end their evacuations a couple of days before the last
American troops leave.

Several countries haven't said yet when they plan to end their operations, perhaps
hoping to avoid yet another fatal crush at an airport that's one of the last ways out of
the country.

The Taliban wrested back control of Afghanistan nearly 20 years after they were
ousted in a U.S.-led invasion following the 9/11 attacks. Their return to power has
pushed many Afghans to flee, fearing reprisals from the fighters or a return to the
brutal rule they imposed when they last ran the country.

Thousands of people are still thought to be trying to leave the country, and it's not
clear that everyone who wants to will be able to before the end of the month. But any
decision by Biden to stay longer could reignite a war between the Taliban and
American troops and other coalition forces who are running the airlift.

"Due to extreme tension on the ground...and the scheduled departure of American
forces, these evacuations are a true race against time," French government
spokesman Gabriel Attal said Wednesday.

He said that his country's evacuation would likely end would "a few hours, maybe a
few days ahead" of the American departure.
The Czech Republic declared its own evacuation mission complete last week.

Chaos at the Kabul airport has transfixed the world after the Taliban's blitz across
Afghanistan saw it seize control of a nation that received hundreds of billions of
dollars in reconstruction aid and security support since the 2001 U.S.-led invasion.

Afghans poured onto the tarmac last week, and some clung to a U.S. military
transport plane as it took off, later plunging to their deaths. At least seven people died
that day, and another seven died Sunday in a panicked stampede.

Thousands have thronged the airport in the days since, and the U.S. and its allies
have worked to speed the evacuation in recent days, sometimes flying people out
before their paperwork is fully processed and bringing them to transit points in
Europe or Asia.

On Wednesday, a group of 51 people landed in Uganda, which became the first
African nation to host evacuees.

European nations, including American allies Germany and the United Kingdom, had
pressed for a longer window to continue evacuations past the deadline next week.

CIA director William Burns even traveled to Kabul on Monday to meet the Taliban's
top political leader.

https://www.newsweek.com/topic/taliban
https://www.newsweek.com/topic/cia


However, Biden has stuck to the August date, even after an emergency online summit
of the Group of Seven nations. That left European nations with no choice but to abide
by the deadline.

"That the overall deployment literally stands and falls with the stance of the militarily
strongest member of the alliance, the U.S., was always clear to us," German
Chancellor Angela Merkel said in a speech to parliament.

"We will continue the evacuation operation for as long as possible, in order also to
make it possible for Afghans who worked with us for security, freedom, the rule of law
and development to leave the country," she added.

She did not give a date for when the last German evacuation flight would leave but
said that even after that effort ended, the country would work to see if it could
continue to help people by "among other things through civilian use of Kabul
airport."

For now, the U.S. military coordinates all air traffic in and out of the Kabul airport.

Taliban spokesman Suhail Shaheen wrote on Twitter that they planned to allow
people to fly out of Kabul airport via commercial flights after the August deadline.

However, it remained unclear what commercial carriers would immediately resume
flights to an airport fully under Taliban control. On Wednesday, a stream of military
planes took off from the airfield as evacuees lined up on the tarmac.

The desperate remained outside, some standing knee-deep in sewage and waving
identity documents at Western soldiers in hopes of being allowed to go beyond the
barbed wire fencing and onto a flight out.

While the final withdrawal date just under a week away, analyst Patricia Lewis said
the practical deadline for the evacuations to stop was "the next couple of days."

"You can't just say, 'OK, midnight, we'll stop now, we'll just pack up gently,'" said
Lewis, who is the director of the international security program at the Chatham
House international affairs think tank.

"There's a huge amount of stuff that has to be done, including getting all the people
out who are doing the job and all the equipment."

"All of the allies are highly dependent on the U.S. for military cover, particularly air
cover," Lewis said.

"They can't put their own people at risk, so it really depends on when the U.S. starts
packing up."

https://www.newsweek.com/topic/angela-merkel
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Senior Airman Taylor Crul/U.S. Air Force via AP. President Joe Biden said Tuesday
that he would not extend the Aug. 31 deadline for the U.S. to complete its withdrawal
from Afghanistan. In this image provided by the U.S. Air Force, U.S. Air Force
Airmen guides evacuees aboard a U.S. Air Force C-17 Globemaster III at Hamid
Karzai International Airport in Kabul, Afghanistan, Tuesday, Aug. 24, 2021.

U.S. veterans try to rescue Afghan interpreters
Corky Siemaszko - NBC News

The distress call came in over WhatsApp the same day that Kabul fell to the Taliban.

Provided by NBC News
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“’Gunny,’” the voice from far away said, according to the recently retired Marine
who received the call Aug. 15. “I need help. The Taliban are trying to hunt me.”

The caller was an Afghan who served as an interpreter with his unit a decade ago, the
retired Marine, who held the rank of gunnery sergeant at the time, told NBC News.

“We became friends and stayed in touch after I left Afghanistan,” he said. NBC News
is not identifying the retired Marine, who lives in California, to prevent the Taliban
from connecting him to the interpreter. “He said he was already getting death threats
and he was worried about his family.”

Immediately, he said, “I kicked into overdrive and started calling other members of
my unit” and quickly discovered they had heard from three other terrified “terps”
who were also in danger.

“We formed a group and started asking ourselves, ‘Who do we know on the ground in
Kabul who could help us? How do we get the four "terps" and their families to the
gates” of the Hamid Karzai International Airport, he said.

Such veterans groups have popped up across the country since the shocking Taliban
takeover two weeks ago.

Operating individually or in association with others, the groups have been using the
skills they honed in the military and the social media savvy they picked up as civilians
to save their former Afghans interpreters and their families from the Taliban.

Responding at lightning speed to frantic SOS calls, they’ve been rapidly reviving
long-dormant escape networks to get these vulnerable Afghans out of immediate
danger, if not out of the country.

“We can’t leave them behind,” the retired Marine said.

Months before, when the Trump administration announced that it was pulling U.S.
forces out of the country, the “No One Left Behind” nonprofit was already planning
the escapes of thousands of Afghan interpreters.

The group, whose mission is “ensuring that America keeps its promise to our
interpreters from Iraq and Afghanistan” was already helping Afghans fill out SIV
(Special Immigrant Visa) applications, writing letters vouching for their service and
bravery, and purchasing plane tickets to get them out of the country.

“That was our clarion call,” board member and Afghan War veteran Doug
Livermore told The Wall Street Journal.

But the timetable fell apart when the Taliban took Kabul without firing a shot, and
within hours the nonprofit was deluged with desperate calls and emails from terrified
Afghans and their American friends looking for help.

In California, the retired Marine who spoke with NBC News said the “terps” his
group was in touch with did not know one another.

https://www.nbcnews.com/news/world/taliban-sign-landmark-agreement-bid-end-america-s-longest-war-n1145166
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So using Zoom and Facebook messenger, they had the Afghans rendezvous at the
meeting spot in Kabul and then head together to the airport, he said. A dozen people
showed up — the interpreters and their wives and children.

“We were following them on FaceTime as they tried to get to the gates of the airport,”
he said. “We could see in real time the chaos, the kids getting gassed and trampled by
the crowd, hear the gunshots.”

Five times, he said, they sent their group of Afghans to the airport and five times the
group was turned away at the gates.

At one point, the retired Marine said, he had one of the Afghans show his cellphone to
one of the Marines guarding the gates so he could plead directly with the guard.

“I was telling him, 'You’ve got to let them in, they’re our guys,'” he said. “But he said
he had orders and he couldn’t. And I get that, Marines have to follow orders. But it
was still disappointing.”

Meanwhile, the Afghans were losing heart. One of the interpreters had been nearly
knocked out when he was hit in the head with a rifle butt. They all were tired and
frustrated.

“We’re Marines and we’re so used to toughing it out, but the Afghans were breaking
down,” he said. “You need to do this, we were telling them, otherwise you’re going to
die.”

So back the group went to try a sixth time to get into the airport. And this time, one of
the children in the group suffered a broken leg when the crowd suddenly surged and
the child was trampled.



“They just pulled out and left and we did not hear from them for two, three hours,”
the retired Marine said of the Afghan group. “I understand why they were angry. We
were angry.”

The mission, at that point, then changed to finding the group a safe place to stay away
from the Taliban's eyes. And that they were able to do.

“They’re safe for now, but they’re in limbo,” the retired Marine said. “I have already
asked for a military escort to help them get back to the airport and get them past the
gates. But now there are more Taliban checkpoints on the road to the airport and who
knows if they’ll allow them through.”

"We're going to keep trying to get them out," he said.

The Taliban tried to get its hands on the Afghanistan central bank's nearly $10
billion in reserves, but most of the money is in New York
Natalie Musumeci (nmusumeci@insider.com) - Business Insider

Rahmat Gul/AP Taliban fighters display their flag on patrol in Kabul, Afghanistan,
Thursday, Aug. 19, 2021. Rahmat Gul/AP

The Taliban cannot get its hands on Afghanistan's central bank's nearly $10 billion in
reserves.
About $7 billion of the central bank's reserves are reportedly held by the Federal
Reserve Bank of New York.
Most of the central bank's assets were frozen by the US last week after the Taliban
took control of Afghanistan.
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The Taliban may have seized control of Afghanistan - but for now, the group can't
access the country's central bank's nearly $10 billion in reserves, most of which is
reportedly held by the Federal Reserve Bank in New York.

Last week, Taliban members attempted to inspect Afghanistan's billions of dollars in
foriegn reserves only to be told by officials at the country's central bank, Da
Afghanistan Bank, that they could not access it because it was being stored by the
Federal Reserve Bank of New York in Manhattan, the Financial Times reported.

Regardless, most of the central bank's roughly $9.5 billion in assets were frozen by
the US last week after the Taliban swiftly took control of Afghanistan following the
stunning collapse of the Afghan government.

"[The Taliban] realize they don't have the expertise they need," Omar Samad, a
former Afghan ambassador to Canada and France, told the Financial Times. "

They are reaching out to technocrats and renowned Afghans. They know they are
going to need these non-Taliban figures in their government."

Ajmal Ahmady, the former acting governor of the Afghan central bank, said last week
that a stash of about $7 billion of the central bank's reserves is held by the Federal
Reserve Bank of New York, according to The New York Times.

"As per international standards, most assets are held in safe, liquid assets such as
Treasuries and gold," Ahmady previously said on Twitter.

A spokeswoman for the Federal Reserve Bank of New York would not confirm the $7
billion figure to Insider, saying in an email Wednesday, "As a matter of policy we do
not acknowledge or discuss individual account holders."

About $1.3 billion of Afghanistan's central bank's reserves are held in international
accounts with some of it in euros and British pounds, while the rest is held by the
Bank for International Settlements based in Switzerland, Ahmady told The New York
Times.

With most of Afghanistan's central bank assets frozen by President Joe Biden's
administration, the Taliban is left with little cash and faces a financial crisis.

"We can say the accessible funds to the Taliban are perhaps 0.1-0.2% of
Afghanistan's total international reserves. Not much," tweeted Ahmady, who also
warned of sharp inflation and a depreciation of the national currency.

Meanwhile, an anonymous official in the Biden administration told The Washington
Post in a statement last week, "Any Central Bank assets the Afghan government have
in the United States will not be made available to the Taliban."

UK Prime Minister Boris Johnson said Tuesday that western countries have "huge
leverage" to get the Taliban to allow Afghan's to leave the country even after the
Biden administration's August 31 evacution mission deadline - and it includes the
withholding of significant funds.
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"The number one condition we're setting as G7 is that they've got to guarantee right
the way through, through August 31 and beyond, safe passage for those who want to
come out," Johnson said after an emergency virtual meeting of G7 leaders, according
to Reuters.

"Some of them will say that they don't accept that, some of them I hope will see the
sense of that, because the G7 has very considerable leverage, economic, diplomatic
and political," the prime minister said.

Johnson added, "What we're saying is Afghanistan can't lurch back into becoming a
breeding ground of terror, Afghanistan can't become a narco-state, girls have got to
be educated up to the age of 18."

The Taliban has said that the US must finish its evacuation of people from
Afghanistan by the August 31 withdrawal date, and that it will not accept any
extensions on the deadline.

US drone pilot leaks footage of his kills in Afghanistan
Harriet Alexander - Dailymail.com
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A U.S. drone pilot working in Afghanistan mistakenly killed two Afghan civilians and
a child, he has admitted, as he questioned the tactics used amid America's ongoing
withdrawal.

The pilot was working in Helmand province in 2019, he told the website Connecting
Vets. It also shared leaked footage of drone strikes from multiple pilots interviewed,
although images of the attack that killed the child were not included.
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He and other drone operators told the site of their dismay at the work with Task
Force South West, saying they felt their drone strikes served little purpose when the
Marines had essentially given up on Helmand.

'The drone strikes were punitive. Killing for the sake of killing,' one of the operators
said.

'It's nihilistic, there is no point,' said a second source, one of the drone operators.
'It was clear that we were not making a difference.'

Provided by Daily Mail An MQ-9 Reaper, armed with GBU-12 Paveway II laser
guided munitions and AGM-114 Hellfire missiles is pictured flying over southern

Afghanistan

The killing of the young family was particularly traumatic for the operator.
'My productivity today was derailed,' the drone operator wrote in his journal,
obtained by the site.

'We killed two innocent men and a charger.'
A charger is military slang for a child.

The operator said that they were trying to kill an Afghan man on a motorbike who
had been using a two-way radio - something which was common in Helmand, after
the cell phone towers were taken out, and something which was also, in U.S. military
eyes, reasonable grounds for suspicion.

'We were trying to kill a guy with a radio I'd found earlier in the day,' the operator
wrote.

'He rode right through the blast and kept going. I watched a passerby load the bodies
into a truck and drive them to a hospital. They are all dead.'



Provided by Daily Mail

One of the drone pilots described a scene from 2019, in which he spotted an Afghan
man under a tree speaking into a radio. As the man was walking towards his home, a
Hellfire missile struck him.

'An old lady comes running out of the compound. She comes down on her hands and
knees next to this dude and you can see the despair, she is pounding on the ground,
hitting herself,' he said.

'She was on her knees next to this guy with balled fists out at the sky, shaking her fists
at me.'



Barack Obama presided over an intense drone program, with 542 strikes killing an
estimated 3,797 people, including 324 civilians.

He was strongly criticized for expanding an extrajudicial policy that he inherited from
his Republican predecessor, George W Bush.

Donald Trump took the program even further, removing layers of authorization and
oversight to make drone usage far easier.

'Obama sought to signal policy constraint, regulation, and layers of internal executive
branch oversight for his killing rules; Trump explicitly signaled that the gloves were
off to 'further U.S. national security interests,'' according to an ACLU report.

Trump in May 2019 ended a rule requiring the reporting of all deaths from drone
strikes. He also removed the requirement that the commanding general for
Afghanistan approve the strike, and reduced it to field grade officers, normally at the
task force or battalion level.

https://www.aclu.org/news/national-security/trumps-secret-rules-for-drone-strikes-and-presidents-unchecked-license-to-kill/


The move was seen, Connecting Vets say, as part of a process designed by the
National Security Council, particularly by H.R. McMaster, to use a pressure
campaign to force the Taliban to negotiate America's exit from Afghanistan in Doha.

'I think there were two major factors that really drove that change in Afghanistan,' Dr.
Jonathan Schroden, Afghanistan and counter-terrorism analyst, told Connecting
Vets.

'It became increasingly clear that the Afghan security forces were not going to be
capable enough to operate independently in a counterinsurgency type campaign
anytime soon and it's arguable whether they would even ever get to that point on
timelines that would be relevant.'

The second factor was the 'Trump administration decision to set aside the
precondition that had existed before of insisting that the Afghan government be
involved in any negotiations with the Taliban, and accepting the Taliban's condition
for talks, which was that the U.S. would engage the Taliban directly,' he said.

'That shift in policy, and the subsequent direct engagement in negotiations with the
Taliban, led to this idea that the U.S. needed to generate leverage in those talks.
'Part of the way to do that or so that theory went was to increase military pressure on
the Taliban.'

The intent was to speed up the pace of the strikes, in order to force the Taliban to the
table in Doha.

One member of a drone team told the site that he left to go pick up his laundry during
a lull in operations, saying he was absent for less than 15 minutes.

'When I came back my buddy was like, 'we killed a guy,' he said.

2 Congressmen secretly visited Kabul during evacuation efforts
Caitlin Yilek - CBS News

Two members of Congress secretly traveled to Kabul, Afghanistan, as the U.S.
evacuates tens of thousands of Americans and vulnerable Afghans after the country
fell to the Taliban.
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Representatives Seth Moulton, a Democrat, and Republican Peter Meijer, both Iraq
War veterans, made a stealth visit to the Hamid Karzai International Airport on
Tuesday "to conduct oversight" on the evacuation, their offices said in a statement
after they departed Afghanistan.

"There is no place in the world right now where oversight matters more. We
conducted this visit in secret, speaking about it only after our departure, to minimize
the risk and disruption to the people on the ground, and because we were there to
gather information, not to grandstand," the statement said.

"We left on a plane with empty seats, seated in crew-only seats to ensure that nobody
who needed a seat would lose one because of our presence," the statement added.

Both lawmakers wanted President Joe Biden to extend his August 31 deadline of
withdrawing all U.S. forces from Afghanistan and expressed doubt after their trip that
the U.S. would be able to finish the evacuations in time.

"After talking with commanders on the ground and seeing the situation here, it is
obvious that because we started the evacuation so late, that no matter what we do, we
won't get everyone out on time, even by September 11.

Sadly and frustratingly, getting our people out depends on maintaining the current,
bizarre relationship with the Taliban," they said.

Mr. Biden said Tuesday that the U.S. is "on pace" to meet the deadline, but that also
depends on the Taliban's cooperation in allowing access to the airport.

https://www.cbsnews.com/news/afghanistan-evacuation-withdrawal-deadline-biden-address-watch-live-stream-today-2021-08-24/?ftag=MSF0951a18
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Mr. Biden said the U.S. has evacuated more than 70,000 people since August 14. U.S.
officials have repeatedly said they do not know how many Americans are in country,
but vowed to get all Americans who want to leave Afghanistan out.

Moulton and Meijer faced criticism from other government officials over the
unauthorized trip.

"We can confirm that we advise against any Americans, whether elected or not,
attempting to travel to Kabul right now," White House press secretary Jen Psaki said
late Tuesday.

"The focus must continue to be evacuating American citizens and our Afghan partners
who fought alongside us for the last twenty years, and that is best left in the hands of
our the Department of Defense and the State Department."

"It's selfish, irresponsible, and dangerous for our brave women and men on the
ground. They will be occupying seats on their return to the U.S. that should be going
to those in need," a U.S. official told CBS News.

A senior administration official also tells CBS News, "Whether intended or not, this is
nothing but a distraction at a moment when time is key and every seat on planes
leaves should be for someone trying to get out of Afghanistan."

House Speaker Nancy Pelosi urged members of Congress not to travel to Afghanistan
or the region, citing a request from the Defense Department and State Department.
"Ensuring the safe and timely evacuation of individuals at risk requires the full focus
and attention of the U.S. military and diplomatic teams on the ground in Afghanistan.

Member travel to the Afghanistan and the surrounding countries would unnecessarily
divert needed resources from the priority mission of safely and expeditiously
evacuating America and Afghans at risk from Afghanistan," Pelosi wrote to
lawmakers on Tuesday.

During a press conference Wednesday, Pelosi said she learned about Moulton and
Meijer's trip a "matter of hours" before it became public, but waited until they were
airborne to make it known because "it would be dangerous for them."

"This is deadly serious," she told reporters. "We do not want members to go."
Pelosi said she does not believe the trip was a "good idea."

In a series of tweets, Moulton said he was deeply moved by the dedication of U.S.
service members stationed at the Kabul airport.

"The world has truly never seen anything like what America is doing in Kabul this
week — deeply tragic and highly heroic. Fear and desperation at their worst; hope
and humanity at their finest," he said.

"Washington should be ashamed of the position we put our service members in, but
they represent the best in America. These men and women have been run ragged and
are still running strong. Their empathy and dedication to duty are truly inspiring."
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(Ed O'Keefe contributed reporting.)

Pentagon denounces House lawmakers' surprise trip to Kabul, says they interfered
with 'what we had been planning to do that day'
John Haltiwanger (insider@insider.com) - Business Insider
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speaks at press conference at the Pentagon Yasin Ozturk/Anadolu Agency via Getty
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The Pentagon on Wednesday criticized Reps. Seth Moulton and Peter Meijer over
their unauthorized trip to the Kabul airport amid ongoing evacuations.

"We obviously are not encouraging VIP visits to a very tense dangerous and dynamic
situation at the airport," Pentagon spokesperson John Kirby said.

Kirby said the Pentagon was "not aware" that the two lawmakers were making the
trip. "They certainly took time away from what we had been planning to do that day,"
he added, stating that Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin would've "appreciated the
opportunity to have had a conversation before the visit took place."

Moulton, a Massachusetts Democrat and w former Marine Corps officer who served
in Iraq, and Meijer, a Michigan Republican and Army veteran who also served in
Iraq, chartered a plane to the Kabul airport on Tuesday and stayed for several hours.

"We conducted this trip in secret, speaking about it only after our departure, to
minimize the risk and disruption to people on the ground, and because we were there
to gether information, not grandstand," the lawmakers said in a statement on
Tuesday.

The lawmakers said they did not believe it was possible to complete evacuations by
President Joe Biden's August 31 deadline.
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"After talking with commanders on the ground and seeing the situation here, it is
obvious that because we started the evacuation so late, that no matter what we do, we
won't get everyone out on time, even by September 11," they said.

"Sadly and frustratingly, getting our people out depends on maintaining the current,
bizarre relationship with the Taliban."

The State Department and US military personnel had to divert resources to help
provide security and information to the House lawmakers during the visit, US officials
told the Associated Press.

Moulton and Meijer's trip reportedly infuriated the White House and State
Department. "It's as moronic as it is selfish," a senior administration official said of
the trip to the Washington Post.

"They're taking seats away from Americans and at-risk Afghans - while putting our
diplomats and service members at greater risk - so they can have a moment in front of
the cameras."

House Speaker Nancy Pelosi also rebuked the lawmakers.
"There's a real concern about members being in the region," Pelosi said at her weekly
press briefing on Wednesday.

"This is deadly serious. We do not want members to go."

Two Military Vet Congressmen Travel to Kabul, Prompting Reprimand from Pelosi
Caroline Downey - National review

Democratic House Speaker Nancy Pelosi reprimanded two veteran congressmen,
both of whom served in the Middle East, for traveling to Afghanistan to investigate
the deteriorating situation surrounding the U.S. military-assisted
emergency evacuation.

Tom Brenner/Reuters Rep. Seth Moulton (D., Mass.) on Capitol Hill in Washington,
D.C., March 12, 2020
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In a letter acquired by Politico, she warned legislators not to “unnecessarily divert”
U.S. resources by taking trips to the war-torn country amid the time sensitive airlift
and withdrawal that have demanded an additional installment of U.S. troops on the
ground, military jets, as well as volunteered planes from commercial airlines.

Democratic Representative Seth Moulton and Republican Representative Peter Meijer,
who have slammed the Biden administration’s haphazard management of the pull-out,
disclosed their risky expedition in a joint statement Tuesday.

“Given the urgency of this situation, the desire of some Members to travel to
Afghanistan and the surrounding areas is understandable and reflective of the high
priority that we place on the lives of those on the ground,” Pelosi wrote.

However, she added, State and Defense departments officials have advised lawmakers
to refrain from visiting the tumultuous area “during this time of danger.”

“Member travel to Afghanistan and the surrounding countries would unnecessarily
divert needed resources from the priority mission of safely and expeditiously
evacuating America and Afghans at risk from Afghanistan,” she said.

In defense of their private mission, which Associated Press first reported, the
congressmen said they intended to “gather information” rather than make a
distracting political statement.

The pair insisted they wouldn’t be taking resources from vulnerable refugees that
might need them. They said they “left on a plane with empty seats, seated in
crew-only seats to ensure that nobody who needed a seat would lose one because of
our presence.”

While Congress was in session Tuesday, the members had respective party
counterparts case a vote for them in their absence.

Pelosi’s response letter came after “large number” of members had asked about the
veterans’ trips, she told reporters.

Moulton and Meijer represent the bipartisan nature of much of criticism targeting the
Biden administration’s conduct in Afghanistan.

Both sides of the aisle have rallied together to expedite the rescue of American
citizens, allied Afghan personnel, such as interpreters, and others from the territory
recently returned to Taliban control.

“To say that today is anything short of a disaster would be dishonest. Worse, it was
avoidable,” Moulton, a Marine and multiple-tour Iraq veteran, said in a statement
last week.
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Taliban warns women to stay indoors, say their fighters are not trained to respect
women
Emma Colton - Fox News

The Taliban is warning employed women in Afghanistan to stay indoors until it trains
security forces on "how to deal with women."

"Our security forces are not trained [in] how to deal with women -- how to speak to
women [for] some of them," Taliban spokesman Zabihullah Mujahid told reporters at
a press conference Tuesday. "Until we have full security in place ... we ask women to
stay home."

He added that the guidance is a "very temporary procedure," and women will be
allowed to return to work once a system is in place to protect their safety.

The announcement comes as women in the country fear the Taliban will return to how
it ruled from 1996-2001, when women were not allowed to attend school or work,
could only leave their homes with the presence of a man and were required to wear
head-to-toe coverings.

The Taliban recently said it will respect "women’s rights," but various reports from
the ground show women already being pulled from banking jobs and others working
to flee the country out of fear of being killed.

Meanwhile, activist and former Afghan judge Najla Ayoubi added in an interview
with Sky News last week that a Taliban fighter allegedly set a woman on fire for "bad
cooking," while other young women are reportedly being forced into sex slavery.

"There are so many young women are being in the past few weeks being shipped into
neighboring countries in coffins to be used as sex slaves," she said.

"They also force families to marry their young daughters to Taliban fighters. I don‘t
see where is the promise that they think women should be going to work, when we are
seeing all of these atrocities."

President Biden decided against extending his Aug. 31 deadline of withdrawing U.S.
troops from Afghanistan, and is now facing intense pressure to evacuate thousands of
U.S citizens and others still in the country.

The Pentagon has said about 4,000 Americans have been evacuated from Afghanistan,
with Biden saying the total number of people evacuated since Aug. 14 by U.S officials
sits at 70,700. The White House, however, has yet to reveal how many U.S. citizens
remain in the country.

"I’ve asked Sec. Blinken to give you an update and a detailed report on exactly how
many Americans are still in Afghanistan, how many have gotten out and what our
projection is," Biden said from the White House Tuesday.

The Biden administration has been panned for its Afghanistan policies after the
country fell into the Taliban’s grasp earlier this month, with many U.S. leaders
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calling on the president to extend the withdrawal deadline in order to rescue any
Americans and allies.

"I can tell you there’s no way we can humanly get all of our American citizens and
Afghan partners out of country by that time. I've called this consistently an
unmitigated disaster of epic proportions.

It will be a stain on this presidency, and particularly of the decision made today, and
what we heard today. He will have blood on his hands, people are gonna die,"
Republican Rep. Michael McCaul said during a press briefing on Tuesday afternoon.

‘Betrayal’: British Afghans accuse UK of abandoning Afghanistan
David Child

London, United Kingdom – Prime Minister Boris Johnson’s government is being
roundly accused of betraying the Afghan people, with criticism levelled at his
administration from across the political spectrum and splashed over national
newspapers.

Provided by Al Jazeera British troops ended their combat operations in Afghanistan
in 2014, but a contingent of armed forces remained in the country afterwards to train

and to train and assist Afghan security forces [File: Omar Sobhani/Reuters]

The United Kingdom’s abrupt military withdrawal from Afghanistan has met
widespread dismay as deadly chaos unfolds in Taliban-controlled Kabul.

But the most stinging condemnation has come from within the UK’s Afghan diaspora.
Leading figures within the estimated 80,000-strong population, which has grown in
the 20 years since the 2001 US-led invasion of Afghanistan, say London and its allies



have effectively abandoned the country to the Taliban by carelessly managing the
conclusion of their incursion with a hurried drawback of foreign troops.

“The government has betrayed Afghanistan itself,” Mohammad Hotak, the chairman
of the Afghan Council of Great Britain (ACGB), told Al Jazeera.

“This is a moment that our people, the British Afghans, will not forget. We are deeply
hurt.”

‘Catastrophic failure’
Johnson’s government has said it had little choice but to follow US President Joe
Biden’s lead when he committed to withdrawing American forces by August 31, a
promise made on the back of a pre-existing peace deal brokered between the Taliban
and Biden’s predecessor, Donald Trump.

Since Biden’s announcement in April, the United States and its NATO allies operating
in Afghanistan, including the UK, have reduced their military presence in line with an
“in together, out together” mantra.

But 20 years after the Taliban was toppled by the coalition forces after the September
11, 2001, attacks, the group has seized on the pullback of troops.

In a blistering nationwide offensive, it has taken control of all but one of
Afghanistan’s provinces in a matter of weeks, forcing elected President Ashraf Ghani
to flee the country – a move that effectively symbolised the end of a Western-backed
experiment with democracy.

Despite the Taliban’s assurances that it will not seek to punish people who worked for
foreign forces – and promises that it will respect human rights more generally – there
are huge doubts among Western leaders, international rights groups, observers and
many Afghans.

Hotak argued that while Washington was largely responsible for the increasingly
precarious situation in the war-torn country, London could have done much more.

He suggested that by working with other allied forces, the UK may have been able to
coordinate a more gradual troop withdrawal and safeguard the progress Afghan civil
society had made during the past 20 years.

“‘Global Britain’ has been a slogan [of Johnson’s government], but the vision has
not been followed at all in Afghanistan,” he said.

“Britain could have come up with a different solution … there has been a
catastrophic failure at the highest level of our government,” said Hotak.

“There are young women and men in Afghanistan, millions of them, who believe in
the slogans of the West, of Britain, Europe and America.

“They were building a new country but, unfortunately, now all of those people have
been betrayed.”



Refugee resettlement
The UK currently has about 1,000 Armed Forces personnel deployed in Kabul to help
oversee mass evacuations from the capital’s Hamid Karzai International Airport.

Thousands of Afghans and foreigners have flocked to the US-controlled airport since
the Taliban captured Kabul on August 15 in a desperate bid to escape the group’s
rule. At least 20 people have reportedly been killed in the turmoil, mostly in shooting
incidents and stampedes.

The UK has pledged to resettle 5,000 people this year as part of its Afghan
Relocations and Assistance Policy scheme, which offers refuge to people who worked
alongside UK forces or officials during the Afghanistan intervention, such as
translators.

Johnson’s government has also committed to welcoming another 20,000 Afghan
refugees across the next few years as part of a new resettlement programme. About
5,000 people are expected to arrive in the UK in the first year of this initiative, which
is similar to a British programme established in 2014 for Syrians.

But critics such as British Afghan Shukrullah Ludin, who fled Afghanistan as a
12-year-old in 2012 and later settled in the UK, have dismissed the scheme as
inadequate.

“The UK, along with the US, led this war and invaded Afghanistan in the first place,”
Ludin, the founder and secretariat of the All-Party Parliamentary Afghanistan Group
and executive director of the opposition Labour Party’s Friends of Afghanistan group,
told Al Jazeera.

“They have to now accept the responsibility to protect its people, 5,000 is nothing,”
he said, citing Afghanistan’s population of 38 million.

Ludin called for the resettlement programme to be expanded, saying 20,000 or more
Afghan refugees should be welcomed in the next 12 months alone.

“At the moment, the UK is washing its hands [of Afghanistan],” he said.

“If you’re leaving people in chaos, you’re not protecting them – this is
abandonment.”

'GO TO HELL': Afghan Refugee Blasts Biden as Stranded Children Cry Outside
Kabul Airport
Isa Cox - The Western Journal
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A man taking care of two children who were separated from their parents in the
pandemonium outside the Kabul airport this week had some choice words for
President Joe Biden from the perspective of one living through the nightmare of the
Afghanistan evacuation crisis.

“Go to hell.”

ITV reported that British citizens are being blocked from leaving Afghanistan amid
the desperate rush to flee the country following the Taliban takeover.

One man, who appeared to be caring for two young children who had reportedly been
left behind outside the Kabul airport, told the outlet that the horrific scene was
absolutely Biden’s fault.

“Mr. Biden, you did this. You planned this. You made the deal with the Taliban,” the
infuriated man said.

“This is the consequences of it. This is the repercussions of it. Mr. Biden, it’s your ill
calculation. You were against Trump, now we’re against you,” he added.

“Go to hell, Biden,” he shouted.
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While the Taliban has given U.S. forces until Aug. 31 to fully withdraw from the
country — threatening “consequences” should the deadline be ignored — the U.K. is
insisting that Western forces remain until the evacuation is complete.

The British have sent troops outside the Kabul airport to rescue citizens, and the U.S.
conducted a similar operation this week. But many are still facing problems
evacuating.

A U.K. passport holder issued a message to his government by way of ITV, urging
Prime Minister Boris Johnson to “just get us out of here.”

“I’m a British citizen, my kids are British and they’re stuck here,” the man said.

“They closed the door on us.”
“Our kids are struggling and we’re all in a big mess here.

The British Army is right behind these fences, they’ve closed the gate and they’re not
letting no one in.”

Back in Washington, Biden continues to downplay the unfolding disaster while
appearing to roll over to the Taliban’s demands.

Last week, he denied reports that Americans were having trouble getting to the Kabul
airport — and was contradicted minutes later by his own defense secretary.

On Monday, White House press secretary Jen Psaki declared it “irresponsible” to
say that Americans were stranded in Afghanistan and said the administration was
working on “any way that we can possibly reach Americans to get them home if they
want to return home.”

“If they want”? Are we to assume some Americans would prefer to hang out in
Afghanistan and see how the whole Islamic caliphate thing works out?
And it’s only gotten worse.

On Tuesday, Biden addressed the nation on the continued efforts to evacuate
Americans from Kabul and started off his remarks by touting the success of his
economic relief bill.

Oh, and he finished by walking away from reporters as he was asked if he could
guarantee that all Americans would be rescued before the last U.S. troops pull out.

Leftists can blame former President Donald Trump all they want for the Taliban’s
successful military campaign amid the U.S. withdrawal, but he was not the
commander in chief when Afghanistan fell last week.

Biden was — and he is and will forever be responsible for the horror playing out in
Kabul right now.
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Rubio Says Biden Should Threaten Taliban with Death If They 'Get in the Way' of
Evacuating Americans
Dillon Burroughs - The western Journal

Florida Republican Sen. Marco Rubio declared Wednesday morning that President
Joe Biden should keep U.S. armed forces in Afghanistan until “everyone” is
evacuated — and threaten to kill the Taliban if they “get in the way.”

“This morning @potus should inform the Taliban that we will be in #Afghanistan
until everyone we & our allies plan to evacuate is accounted for & out of the
country,” Rubio wrote in a Twitter post.

“If they cooperate it should be swift & orderly.
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“If they get in the way they will be killed,” he added.

“A President that abandons Americans in order to meet a deadline set by a medieval
band of terrorists will forever be disgraced,” Rubio wrote in a separate tweet.
The strong words followed an appearance Rubio made Tuesday night on the Fox
News program “Hannity.”

“What the Biden administration has done in #Afganistan is shameful, disgraceful &
indefensible,” Rubio tweeted along with the video of the interview.

“History is going to look back at this moment — this is going to be a big deal for
decades — but this is going to be covered as one of the worst catastrophes in
American foreign policy history for two reasons,” Rubio told host Sean Hannity,
according to a news release from Rubio’s office.

“One, the failure of this administration to anticipate what they should have known —
the red lights were flashing the whole time — that the Taliban was moving faster than
they were talking, and the whole time they were oblivious to it, it seems,” Rubio said.

“And then, the botching of this evacuation, this entire process. This is the way the
process should have worked. What Joe Biden should have said is, ‘We have these
people and this equipment, and we are going to get it out of Afghanistan, and we will
leave once we have all that stuff, and anyone that gets in the way — including the
Taliban who will try to stop us — you will die if you get in our way.’”
Rubio also blasted Biden’s plans to leave by Aug. 31.

“[August 31st] is not even the deadline. That is the deadline of the last plane to take
off — the real deadline is probably Friday or Saturday. It took until June or July to
get 1,500 people out,” he told Hannity.

“August 31st is the last date there will be any American on the ground in terms of
uniforms. The real deadline is actually this week, it’s not the 31st,” Rubio added.

Rubio noted the evacuation of Americans from Afghanistan is “not Noah’s Ark”
where everyone leaves at one time.

“They are already leaving now because you can’t just put 6,000 troops and everybody
on one plane. It’s not Noah’s Ark where you’re going to put everybody on there and
get everybody out at one time,” Rubio said.

“The true deadline is not the 31st. They lie to people. You talk to people on the
ground there, that airport is chaos. Total, complete chaos.”
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Twitter Users Notice Tiny Detail On Airplane, Reveal Stunning Mistake Biden's
DOD Made
Grant Atkinson - The Western Journal

The Biden administration has botched its response to the Afghanistan crisis in so
many ways it has become hard to keep count.

The incompetence continued Tuesday with a tweet from Biden’s Department of
Defense.

The tweet included pictures that apparently showed “Afghan civilians board[ing]
@usairforce C-17 Globemasters at Hamid Karzai International Airport in Kabul,
Afghanistan.”
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At a quick glance, the tweet seems innocent enough. However, a closer investigation
would reveal that the C-17s pictured do not appear to be American.

One Twitter user zoomed in on the pictures of the aircraft to show the words “UAE
Air Force” on the side. This would seem to be a clear indication that they are not, in
fact, U.S. Air Force C-17s.



Other Twitter users also noticed the error and expressed concern and frustration that
the DOD would make such a blatant error.
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There are two conceivable explanations for the DOD’s embarrassing blunder, neither
of which is particularly encouraging for Americans.



First, the department could be so incompetent that it truly thought the aircraft were
from the U.S. Air Force. This would obviously be a concerning lack of awareness
from such an important department.

The second option is that the DOD is actively lying in an attempt to manufacture a
positive image to distract from the horrifying ones we have seen for days now.

Either way, the blatant mistake should be concerning for any American. Whether it is
lying are just incompetent, the Biden administration increasingly looks unfit to lead
the country.

Sadly, this is far from the first time the Biden administration has lied about
the Afghanistan crisis. On Monday, White House Press Secretary Jen Psaki suggested
there are not any Americans still stranded in Afghanistan.

Multiple reports have detailed how dangerous the journey to the airport has been for
many Americans. While they may not technically be “stranded” by a strict definition
of the word, they are unable to safely secure passage back to the United States.

The latest DOD misstep encapsulates the entire Biden administration response in
Afghanistan — a mixture of lies and ignorance.

As Americans remain endangered in Afghanistan, the DOD is seemingly more
worried about their public image on Twitter. That’s a damming picture of the Biden
administration.

China Tells VP Kamala Harris US Has No Credibility After Afghanistan
Sebastian Hughes - The Western Journal

A Chinese Foreign Ministry spokesman said the U.S.’s chaotic withdrawal from
Afghanistan leaves it with no credibility to criticize China, following Vice President
Kamala Harris’ rebukes of the country on Tuesday.
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The U.S. “can smear, suppress, coerce, and bully other countries at will in order to
maintain America first, without paying any price,” Foreign Ministry spokesman
Wang Wenbin said at a news conference hours later, The Associated Press reported.

“This is the order that the U.S. wants. The U.S. always tries to make use of the rules
and order to justify its own selfish, bullying and hegemonic behavior, but who still
believe it now?” he said.

Wang’s remarks came after Vice President Kamala Harris admonished China’s
incursions into the South China Sea in a foreign policy speech while visiting
Singapore on Tuesday.

“We know that Beijing continues to coerce, to intimidate and to make claims to the
vast majority of the South China Sea,” Harris said in a speech laying out President
Joe Biden’s vision for the Indo-Pacific.

“Beijing’s actions continue to undermine the rules-based order and threaten the
sovereignty of nations.”

Other Chinese officials also went after the U.S. over Afghanistan over the withdrawal.

“The U.S., U.K., Australia and other countries must be held accountable for the
violation of human rights committed by their military in Afghanistan and the evolution
of this current session should cover this issue,” China’s U.N. ambassador Chen Xu
told an emergency session of the Human Rights Council on Afghanistan on
Tuesday, Reuters reported.

“Under the banner of democracy and human rights the U.S. and other countries carry
out military interventions in other sovereign states and impose their own model on
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countries with vastly different history and culture,” causing “great suffering,” he
said.

Foreign Ministry spokesman Hua Chunying said that “wherever the U.S. sets foot …
we see turbulence, division, broken families, deaths and other scars in the mess it has
left,” while Zhao Lijian, deputy director of China’s Foreign Ministry,
compared Kabul to the fall of Saigon, the BBC reported.

Harris‘ tour through Southeast Asia is intended to solidify U.S. dedication to allies in
the region, but the tumultuous Afghanistan withdrawal complicated it, the AP
reported.

Singapore’s Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong warned that people in the region were
waiting to see how the U.S. repositions itself after the withdrawal, the BBC reported.

Harris mentioned the ongoing evacuation in Afghanistan in her speech, saying it was
“imperative that as we address developments in one region, we continue to advance
our interests in other regions, including this region.”

She made clear that the increased U.S. engagement was not simply about fighting
China, but also because of an “optimistic vision that we have for our participation
and partnership in the region.

Biden Just Left 14 Million Women to Be Butchered and Raped Even After Death
C. Douglas Golden - The Western Journal

A woman embraces her sister-in-law as she arrives with other Afghan refugees on a
flight at Dulles International Airport in Chantilly, Virginia, on Monday. (Olivier

Douliery - AFP / Getty

There’s one major difference between Taliban 2001 and Taliban 2021: While the
ideology may still be stuck in the Bronze Age, the PR has come a long way.
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As NPR noted, “The Taliban Is Attempting To Present A More Subdued And
Acceptable Image To The World.” The group has promised it will respect women and
human rights, according to The Associated Press — although it’s failed to elaborate
on that.

According to reports coming out of Afghanistan in the wake of the Taliban’s takeover,
however, that PR is just that: PR. It’s still the same old Taliban — and that includes
raping women (including dead ones), forced marriages and other butcheries.

The New York Post brought attention on Tuesday to numerous disturbing eyewitness
reports from Taliban-controlled Afghanistan in which insurgents were going door to
door in search of sex slaves.

One woman who managed to flee the country following the terrorist takeover spoke to
the media about this reported search. The women would either be taken or shot, she
alleged.

“They rape dead bodies too. They don’t care whether the person is dead or alive,”
the woman, who escaped to India, told that country’s News18. (The report was
translated by India’s Northeastern Chronicle.)

“Can you imagine this?”
The woman, who was referred to only as Muskan, said she left her job and the
country after numerous threats from the insurgent group, which took over the country
two weekends ago.

“When we were there, we received numerous warnings. If you go to work, you are
under threat, your family is under threat. After one warning, they would stop giving
any warning,” she said.

Other reports came from Westerners who had done work on the ground in the
country.

Liza Schuster is a professor at the City, University of London who has done fieldwork
for years on the ground in Afghanistan.

She told Sky News that Taliban insurgents had “entered people’s homes” and were
“compiling lists of unmarried women between 15 and 45 as suitable wives for their
fighters.”

The Taliban fighters were also “forcing women to wear the burqa, and if they leave
without a [male familial escort], they are being sent home again and may be beaten.”
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Former Afghan judge Najla Ayoubi told Sky News, meanwhile, that she’d been talking
to women who described “bad behavior and violence against women.”

This included a woman in northern Afghanistan who had been “put on fire because
she was accused of bad cooking for Taliban fighters.”

https://www.westernjournal.com/woman-reportedly-put-fire-bad-cooking-death-squads-roving-countryside-just-another-day-bidens-afghanistan/?ff_source=facebook&ff_medium=conservativetribune&ff_campaign=manualpost&ff_content=2021-08-25


“They are forcing people to give them food and cook them food,” Ayoubi said,
according to the New York Post.

“Also there are so many young women in the past few weeks being shipped into
neighboring countries in coffins to be used as sex slaves.”

Even before the Taliban took over the entire country, however, The Wall Street
Journal reported “Afghans pouring into Kabul and those still in Taliban-held areas”
said “Taliban commanders have demanded that communities turn over unmarried
women to become ‘wives’ for their fighters — a form of sexual violence, human-rights
groups say.”

There are 14 million women in Afghanistan, according to NBC News. They’ve been
left behind to be treated as chattel — forcibly married, butchered and raped even
after death.

On Saturday, Reuters’ headline said it all: “As Kabul turmoil mounts, Taliban’s PR
offensive falters.”

The real news should have been that anyone bought it in the first place — and that
President Joe Biden didn’t do more to stop it.

"Joe Biden is more dedicated to evacuating himself from his own press conferences
than evacuating stranded Americans from behind enemy lines!" Rep. Elise Stefanik,
R-N.Y., exclaimed.

State Department hit by cyber attack, source says
The extent of the State Department cyber breach remains unclear
Jacqui Heinrich & Caitlin McFall - Fox Business

The State Department is the latest to fall victim to a cyber-attack and notifications of
a possible serious breach were made by the Department of Defense Cyber
Command, a source told Fox News Saturday.
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It remains unclear if any department operations were affected by the breach, but a
source familiar with mass evacuation of thousands of Americans and Afghans from
Kabul said Operation Allies Refuge has "not been affected".

The extent of the breach and the perpetrators behind the attack remains unclear at
this time.

"The Department takes seriously its responsibility to safeguard its information and
continuously takes steps to ensure information is protected," a department
spokesperson told Fox News.

"For security reasons, we are not in a position to discuss the nature or scope of any
alleged cybersecurity incidents at this time."

The exact timing of the breach is still unknown, along with whether there were any
efforts made to mitigate such an attack.

The news of the breach comes just weeks after a Senate Homeland Security
Committee report rated the department’s overall information security program as a
"D" – the lowest possible rating within the federal government’s model.

The report found the department’s security to be "ineffective in four of five function
areas" and highlighted the fact that "sensitive national security information" was at
risk.

Names, dates of birth, and social security numbers used for passport vetting were
among the sensitive information the committee’s report noted.

"Auditors identified weaknesses related to State’s protection of sensitive information
and noted the Department ‘did not have an effective data protection and privacy
program in place’," the committee said.

https://www.hsgac.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/Federal Cybersecurity - America's Data Still at Risk (FINAL).pdf
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